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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

With all the many functions of Syndicomm Online, it fulfills a very basic 
and important need for me: email.

I've had many email addresses over the years, and many means of accessing 
those mailboxes.  When Syndicomm launched its online service in 2000, my 
Internet service provider (ISP) had recently discontinued its text-based 
shell access, and I was a few months from graduation, losing the Unix 
account supplied to me by the college.

Many of my friends had email accounts with Yahoo or Hotmail, but the 
method of accessing email from the World Wide Web seemed too limiting to 
me.  I like to know that I can get at my mail using a variety of methods 
and from any computer, anywhere.

syndicomm.com to the rescue!  By having all my other accounts forward to 
that domain, I'm assured convenient access to my online communications.  
Whether the terminal I'm at has HTTP, POP3, or telnet access, I can get 
at my email using Netscape, Claris Emailer, or ProTERM, or any other 
number of clients.  I can read my mail from Syndicomm's server or 
download it to my local machine; I can keep my definitive address book on 
my computer while retaining a shorter, essential one in Pine, the 
text-based email program available on Syndicomm.

Email is the crux of my Internet activity, and Syndicomm Online gives me 
the best and most email options.

For more details and instructions on Syndicomm Online's email services, 
visit the Helpdesk (page 150) and read Category 1, Topic 37: All About 
Syndicomm Online Email.  This information is duplicated in Category 1 of 
many other forums, as well.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicomm Relocation
--------------------
As detailed last issue in a letter from Syndicomm owner Eric Shepherd, 
the headquarters for Syndicomm and Syndicomm Online will be relocating 
this month (November) from California to Tennessee.  Service disruptions 
will be minimal and advance warning will be provided.  As a result of
the move, Syndicomm will be operating with faster servers and a higher
bandwidth 

Discount for November
---------------------
In order to avoid making a complete jumble of your billing schedule,
Syndicomm is making a minor revision to offer the month of November for
free while the service moves to Tennessee.  Instead of giving all members
the month of November for free, all customers will receive a $6.00
discount on their next quarterly invoice.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Have you been holding off buying a Palm OS handheld because you couldn't 
justify the expense?  Well, at only $99, the new Palm Zire might be just 
the machine to start on!  Come to the Palm forum and talk about it in 
Category 4, Topic 2: Confirmed news about 3Com/Palm.  Other discussions
we've been having include Palm database applications, Palm OS programming
platforms, and the new Alphasmart Dana.  Is it a laptop?  Is it a handheld?
Find out more in Category 16, Topic 45: Alphasmart.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Are sex and violence valid gimmicks with which to make and market video 
games?  If not for the over-the-top violence of the original Mortal 
Kombat, people may not have found its gameplay alone worth enduring.  BMX 
XXX, a bicycling game from Acclaim, is making waves in the media for its 
content, including nudity and other indecencies.  Has Acclaim gone to 
far?  Or are these features gamers are clamoring for?  BMX XXX joins 
Christmas releases Grand Theft Auto: Vice City (PS@) and Dead or Alive
Xtreme Beach Volleyball (Xbox) as games daring to push the envelope.
Discuss it in Category 8, Topic 18: Acclaim.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Robin Leech may be out of the spotlight, but our hunger for glimpses into 
the lives of the rich and famous remains not fully quenched.  Many 
actors, actresses, and other celebrities have capitalized on their 
popularity by releasing biographies and autobiographies.  Learn more 
about the history and character of such stars as Bruce Campbell and 
Christopher Reeve in Category 50, Topic 1: Non-Fiction General 
Discussion.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to 
its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more 
that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs;
Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and
professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or
other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh,
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2002 by Syndicomm.
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
